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careful we ſhould be to have our bope of eternab life 


which buiſt his houſe upon a rock, and the, 
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doth them, I will liken him to a wiſe Pidg 


rain deſcended, and the floods came Psd 
winds blew, and beat upon that houſe, : 
it fell not, for it was foupded upon a rock : 
and every one that beareth theſe, ſayings of. 
mine, and doth them not, ſhall be likened. 
unto a fooliſh- man, whis by built his ho 
upon the ſand, and the rain deſcended, a 

the floods came, and the winds blew, and — eat. 
fal bas houſe, and e ana great v the 
a O it.“ ö 8 


Ti. 


HIS is the concluſion of © our - Saviour's 9 
upon the mount, and ſerves to teach us 45 


well-grounded, and our foundation laid ſurę, Is 
in a time of trial we ſhould fail, and all our cbri 


anity and religion, 


like a ſtructure all- bende | 


ſhould totter and all, and leave us miſerable Tos; 
ever and ever. 


This has r * che ſad caſe. with many 
who in their life-time. would have it they. Wer 
well enough, were angry if any did d but, . 5 | 
queſtion their ſafety, their knowledge in. the m 


ter * 


of godlineſs, or experience of grace, till pore - 
ac 


haps. the ſtroke of death, or the near agpro 
eternity ſhook eit bailling, ind they ele 54 
A 2 | horror 
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Kbffot and difireſs, that they had only built on 
fand, and with all their boaſts and falſe righteouſ- 
neſs, have trembled to ſee all fall, and vaniſh'away 

as the ſmoke out of the chimney, * © 
In this weightieſt of matters we cannot be too 
ſecure and ſafe, let us therefore conſider the words 
of our Saviour, and' learn' of him, who built all 
things, to lay our foundation on a rock, that none 
of the dangers he mentions may come nigh. us, and 
that in his day we may be called wiſe, and be found 
worthy, when heaven and earth ſhall flee away 
* haken terribly, to ſtand before the Son of 

An. EP EE 9 a 5 . | 

I know how very ready many aſſertors and pro- 
Pagators of the doctrine of our own righteouſneſs, 
are to make this text ſerve them; for, ſay they, 
The wiſdom of the good builder confifts in his 
Having done all our Saviour's ſayings, and not in 
3 Hearing or believing only; and hereby ſome unwarily 
N can be brought to doubt of the true 7 oQtine of free 
| - Juſtification through the grace and righteouſneſs of 
' Chriſt, and ſo build with the untempered mortar of 
their own works and merits, till the day of trial, 
and then all muſt fall, arid great ſhall be the fall of 
t, for body and foul ſhall fall into hell, yea all, 
datever is not built upon Chriſt and his merits, 
3 ſtand; all elſe is ſand, however 1 
| and good in men's eyes, and ſo ſhall bo found in the 
| day of judgment. „ 8 
| In this diſcourſe of our Saviour's, one thing is 
do de obſerved, and that is, that leſt, amidſt all his 
| rer (of which this ſermon is 
Tally, his'diſciples ſhould miſunderſtand him, and 
think their beſt obedience to theſe ſhould be the 
ground, of their acceptance with God, he ſays, 
but firſt Teck the kingdom of God and his righ- 
2 : k CLE +1 4.6 Ia. Low tf +5 teguineis 
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he. ſhall ſee all. fall ; for all ; is built upon. ſand, and. 


without a foundation. 


A nah is not 91 only place in the ſcripti 3388 | 


our © Saviour and his righteouſneſs is callęd a rock, 
or foundation; for even in the prophets and in the 
' Pfalms, he was preached as the Rock of ages 


ſo Moſes taught the children of Iſrael, bad yer 
ut, 


ſo ſung in he 4 Fel. of God. D xxxii. 


4, 15. Pſalm, Ixxi. 3. Ixii. 2, &c. 


Ilaiab alſo had done the ſame, I} e 
66 hus faith the Lord God, behold L lay in Sion, for | 


f indation, a Stone, a tried Stone, a precious 


2rner-ſtone, a ſure F oundation,” Iſa. xxvlii. 16. 


This was the Rock Peter conſidered, when he aid 


is our Saviour, & Thou art Chriſt, the Son of the 


living God.“ Our Saviour ſays, ** Upon this Rock 
will F build, my durch, and the gates of hell ſhall 


de againſt it, Matt. xvi. b 
St. Paul ſays, <« There: is no other foundation, 
other foundation can no man lay than that is laid, 


which is Chrift Jeſus,” 1 Cor. iii. 11. And St Peter 


plies that place of the Pſalms to Chriſt, . This is 
the Stone which was ſet at nou ght by you builders, 
: which is become the. Head-Stone1 in the corner, Acts 
If 11. It ſhould not ſurprize us that to ſome this 
oc 


E is an offence, and a ſtone of ſtumbling. To all 


Wai us people be will be ſo tothe end of the 
World. The doctrine of his merit, his divinity, and 
fighteouſneſs, will for ever be diſcarded by ſuch who 
hare never ſeen through the deceitfulneſs of our per- 
ormances and duties, nor known how ſin has mingled 
with and d ſpoiled all Keel e things; but to the poor 
in ſpirit, to ſuch; as feel their fallen fate, and iwhoſe 
eyes are open to 7 ky: own milery, him and his righ- 


teouſneſs will be precious, dearer, than ſilver or fine 
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gold, yea more precious and ſweet than honey or the 


honey comb. „it len ST ation 

A ſoul who is wiſe to eternal life, is properly 
likened by our dear Maſter to a builder. Should one 
go about to build a houſe which he would have ſtand 
ſome, hundred years, he would firſt dig deep, he 


would not value any pains to come at the ſolid 


ground, the fiym rock, nor would he count it loſt 


time to make this ſure, but having found this, he 


could go on ſafely. So alſo is it with a ſincere man; 
he will not be cheated with the form of godlineſs, 


he will not any more think, If Ido all the good I can, 
that is ſufficient, and ſhould I fail at laſt, I hope 


Chriſt's righteouſneſs ſhall make up the reſt, for this 


would be indeed to make our works the firſt, and 
Chriſt the laſt, tobe outſelves the beginning, and let 


him be the end. No, he hears the ſayings of our Sa- 
viour, he isawakened to hear in his heart and to under- 
ſtand, and cannot readily ſatisfy himſelf, and cry 
peace, when there is no peace. His firſt thoughts 

I do not know the righteouſneſs of God, I ama 


ſtranger to the kingdom of heaven, I have not yet 


received it in my heart. I will therefore not conclude 
my elf a true chtiſtian, Iwill not look upon myſelf 
converted, or fancy I am a child of God, till I can 
ſay, ſurely, in the Lord have I righteouſneſs. 
Le digs deep, and with tears and inward longing, 
and a thirſt inſatiable, he loaks after a foundation 
that cannot be taken; a rock that ſhall ſtand when 

the heavens thall wax old, and the earthiperiſh; and 
all old things paſs: away, and no place be found for 
them any more. Though at times he enjoys many 


happy flames, paſſes ſome happy hours in the com 
pany of children of God, hears with delight the 


everlaſting goſpel, and often taſtes the powers of the 
world to come, with à ſort of eeſtaſy and rapture 


N 18 1 3 
| "not tô be expreſſed, yet he is not ſatisfied till our 
| Saviour is found of him, and has manifeſted himſelf 
to him, till he can ſay, J have found the Lord: In 
© his deep wounds he Jays his foundation; and on his 
righteouſneſs refls fearleſs and ſafe. This is the 
Corner- ſtone which the builders have rejected: This 
: was the foundation of the prophets and apoſtles: 
This is the Head- Stone in all God's building, 
: © Whoſoever believeth in him ſhall not be aſhamed,” 


Ep. fi % Rem. ix z...... 
On the other hand, he is a fooliſh man, who, with- 
out much thought, builds upon the ſand. His work 
may make a fine ſhew, and go on faſt, but the firſt 
ſwelling flood, the firſt high tile, when the rains 
come heavy upon it, and Waſhes away the ſand, and 
when the wind blows'and beats againſt it, it falls, 
-Juſt ſo it is with a foul who, without underſtanding 
> -our Saviour, hears his ſayings, and goes and feeks 
. -Afirft his own righteouſneſs ; he pleaſes himſelf that 
his ſincere obedience will do, and after he has done 
all he can, he ſhall get the kingdom of heaven. He 
does not ſeek fiiſt the kingdom of God, and his righ- 
teduſneſs, and beſides that all is ſand, all is with- 
aut a foundation and ground and though a man may 
go fur, and buſy himſelf in bis dry morality and good 
works, as he: fal ſely calls them, he muſt ſooner or 
later find it will not do, when he ſtands before the 
Judge of all the earth. Then when God weighs his 
prayers, alms, duties, honefty; and weligion, he muſt 
fee the hand: writing againſt him, TEK EL, TkEEI, 
Thou art weighed in ther ballance, and art found 
wanting This ſhall be the hurt of all, this ſhall 
be the ruin and ſpoiling of the whole, he built with- 
out our Saviour, he was without the righteouſneſs of 
God, be never found the rock, and; perhaps never 
 _ diggedor. ſought after h im, he ventuted to — 
| | 0 


7 | 
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of him, and to build without a foundation, and 
therefore he ſhall ſuffer the loſs of all, and loſe his 
own ſoul, his hopes and all he built on that and. 

David has that character, by way of eminence 
among the prophets, that he was the man after God's 
own heart; 1 Sam. xiii. 14. but yet however blame= 
leſs he had lived in other reſpects, however religious 


and ſtrict, yet he knew no righteouſneſs could avail 


or help him but the righteouſneſs of God, and there- 


fore he prays, Enter not into judgment with thy 


ſervant ;” he knew he could not ſtand the trial, or 
be juſtified by his works, but ſays, I will go out 
in the ſtrength of the Lord, and will make mention 
of thy righteouſneſs, and thine only,” Pſalm Ixxi. 6. 
and this was the ſalvation and all his defire, when 


he eame to die. 


Think then how weighty, and above all other 
things this is neceſſary, that the kingdom of Jeſus: 
and his righteouſneſs be found and made the Corners 
ſtone, the ſure Foundation of your fouls. You muſt 
not ſay, how contrary to this doctrine many have 
preached and taught: © let God be true and every 
man a lyar. The builders have now, as well as for- 
merly, rejected this ſtone, and t ught the people to 
lay firſt the ſandy foundation of their own works and 
1ighteouſneſs; but ſuch raſh and giddy men muſt one 


day be aſhamed that they have dune ſo, for they have 


taken away the Lord, and | do not know where the 
nave laid him, they have made the preaching of qeſus 
an offence, and an occaſion of tumbling, and the 
blind have led the blind tui both „ at che diten. 
O that the Lord would waren ſuch preachers to 
ſce their fin, that henceforth they might venture no 
more to lead the touls at random, but, like St. Paul, 
preach him only, and know notaing beſides him ans 
his righteouſneſs, that ſo * might be the 1 
N 0 
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of ſaving themſelves and thoſe that hear them. A 


= Minifter's witdom and learning, in this reſpect, will 


be of little uſe to him, unleſs he has learned of the 
chief Miniſt-r that the rock is Chriſt; and if once he 
has happily found him, he will ſpare no coſt or pains 
in his power to baffle and throw down all other things 
ſet up in our Saviour's room, he will niake a babel of 
ſelf rie hteouſneſs and as an idol treat every other 
pretended good but the only Holy One and his 
merits. | 


The fall of the Jewiſh church happened this way; | 


they umbled at the ſtumbling ſtone, they being ig- 
norant of God s righteouſnels went about to eſtabliſh 
their «wn, ſo did not ſubmit to the righteouſneſs of 
God. Yer St Paul gives them thus far a good cha- 


racter, they had a zeal for God, but not according 


to knowledge, they ſought righteouſneſs, but they 
did not attain it; and wherefore? becauſe they ſought 
it not in Chriſt, they ſought it not by faith, but as 
it w-r by the works of the law, Rom. ix. 31, 32, 
33. and x. 2, 3. In this ſ-me way many thouſands, 
called chriſtians, have fooiiſhly built, and been 
en'i'ely.ruined, O that God would fave all that 
hcai me to-day from periſhing this way, and give 
all ſuch a duc concern about a matter of ſo great 
moment. that from henceforth. none might reſt till 
he had found the Lord, and laid his foundation deep 


in the clifts of that rock. | 


There are two ſorts of people who build upon 
the rock, and ſhall finally be ſaved ; the firſt of theſe 
believe the doctrine J have been laying down, and 
with all their hearts know, all works done before 
tne grace of Chriſt and the inſpiration of his Spirit 


are not pleaſant to God:“ They are verily perſuaded, 
that all things built upon any other ground or baſis, 


; | but 
See the 13th Article of the Church of England. 
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but upon the Lord, muſt fall, and therefore they 
cannot reſt or be ſatisfi-d till the, have found him; 
but then they afterwards deai fooliſhly, for inſtead of 
walking in Chrift Jeſus as thev received him, under 
a ſenſe of their own poverty and im potence, and fo 
living daily, and going on and building in his merits 
and ſufferings, his obedience and travail, his love and 


free ſalvation, they fancy that they muſt complete 


his work with their own +ork>, and are always 
aiming at ſome high eſtate, and to per fec, as it were, 
his ſalvation. Their works are not ſimply and only 
to clorify our Saviour, but with a view to make theme 


ſelves ſome w hat better, and out if a legal and beguiled 
heart, or rather from a puzzled and perplexed head, 


they ſeek to eſtabliſn their tigateouſneſs upon the 
ground of Chriſt's; and though they never atiain 
their ends, yet by ſuch a fruitleſs and vain attempt 
they Joſe much, and their lives ate noc fo happy and 
comfortable in the enjoyment of the Lord jeſus and 


his grace; and even theſe are they of whom Sr. Paul 


ſpeaks, when he ſays, they have built with cod, 


hay, and ſtubble, their works ſhall be burnt up, and 
they ſhall ſuffi.r the loſs of them, &c. but they ſhall 
be ſaved, yet ſo as by fire,” 1 Cor. iii 1, 15. This 
fiery trial is in another place yet mentioned, and ill 


ſerve to make the matter more clear. A day ſhall 


come when the Lord ſhall fit as a re fi er and purifier 
of ſilver,” Mal. iti. 2, 3 Hi: fire hall ty every man's 
work of what ſort it is, that as when a r:finer melts 
gold or ſilver he burns up the grofs, or caves it to 
evaporate, ſo our 5a-iour, who will reti ge and purge 
the whole houſe of Iſrael, wili purge 4. ay all the 
works done with a ſcrvile or telfſh view, anc what 
favours of pride highneſs, or what is ſe t righ ouſ- 
neſs under another name, or in diiguiic, or what 
ſerves to exalt man, or ſet up the creature. All this 
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ſhall he burnt vp, but the ſoul juſtified and grounded 
uporhim. (however in other matters they may have 
dealt weak)lv and fooliſhly) ſhall be ſaved ; for what 
God has built upon the fone laid in Sion, ſhall not 
be oſt, for our Saviour's honot and word ſake, they 
ſhall be ſaved with an everlaſting ſalvation, But ſuch 
as I have now deſcribed, through their mał ing ſo 
much of their works, and laying ſo little ſtreſs upon 
our Saviour, often trouble themſelves exceedingly, 
and unleſs at ſome particular ſeaſons of grace, or 
in ſome ſweet frames, they are either very apt to 
doubt and be heavy, and ſo ſuffer loſs unſpeakable, 
or elſe through a ſort of ſpiritual pride, and for- 
getting they were perfect only through the comeli- 
neſs our Saviour had put upon them, they ſhould 
be ready to think, my own works and faithfulneſs 
have done this, and ſo provoke God to ſtrip them 
and make them naked and bare, as was the caſe of 
Iſrael; Ezek. xvi. 14, &c. ſo theſe ſuffer a loſs alſo, 
and learn by paipful experience, it is beſt to fit 
down at Jeſu's feet meek and lowly, and reſt wholly 
upon him like a poor ſinner for ever. 

The ſecond ſort of people who build upon the 
rock and ſhal'! be ſaved, are ſuch as have deeply felt 
the fal! and miſery of their own fouls, and who have 
learned of the Holy Spirit how ruined, helpleſs, and 
ſpoiled the” were by nature, and who ſought and 
found the Rock of ages, Chriſt Jeſus, and whom no 
jov, grace, or bleſſing could exalt, but rather abaſe, 
and make more and more aſhamed, before his gra- 
cious feet. Theſe are the people truly zealous of 

good works, and for our Saviour's ſake would rather 
die than grieve him: They pray, they hear, they 

love the ordinanccs of Chriſt, and do joyfully all 

his will. his commandments are not grievous to 
them; they ſhyn what they can ſuppoſe would 

= grieve 


(13 ] | 
2rieve him as a ſerpent, hating the very places where 
they have ſinned, and the garments ſpott-! with'the 
leh, but in the bottom of their hearts they make 
no righteouſneſs of it, no terrible law has urged th m 
on, or thundering judgments driven them to their 
ſtrict obedience; love has conſtrained them. and out 
of a heart waſhed and made happy through the bjood 
of the Lamb, they haye done all their works, and 
with ſhame have been ſorry that in „things they 
have come ſo ſhort and failed; but they live upon 
the pardon and free mercy of Jeſus, as at firſt, and 
know they are ſaved freely, and loved, not for works 
of righteouſneſs that they have done, nor do the 
ſtand in the favour of (30d by means of their good- 
neſs, but in faith they ſtand, and through grace are 
preſerved for his name ſake, and built up in the 
knowledge and love of God: every fault or weak- 
neſs they perceive, brings them nearer to our Saviour 
for forgiveneſs, and teaches them to cleave tochim 
the more, to love him dearer, and to reſulve to ſtay 
with him, and continue nis poor and needy children. 
Such an one does not want to be high or eminent, 
or to be eſteemed a ſaint, or better than another, 
but his higheſt aim is to pleaſe the Lord that bought 


him, his tender heart inwardly honours and lives to 


him, and he enjoys an uninterrupted happy ſraſon with 
his Redeemer. He gets more and more acquainted 
with him, and 1s more ſolidly built, rooted, and 
grounded in him. No forced concluſtons from cer- 
tain ſcriptures, or conſequences of ſome favourite 
doctrine or ſchem? of religion are his. ſupport: he 
is not edified with fancies, but with a real intimacy 
and familiarity with our beſt friend, the Lord Chriſt, 
and by a ſure knowledge of his heart toward him, 
This, man builds with gold, filver, and precious 
Cones, and when the fire ſhall try every man's works 
LY his 


1141 
his ſhall ſtand, and his works be rewarded with his 
divine Maſter's approbation, „Well done good and 
faithful ſervant,“ and he ſhall not loſe his crown of 
rejoĩeing. | 

There are alſo two ſorts of fooliſh people who 
miſs ſalvation ; the firſt who hear our Saviour's ſay. 
ings, but as lightly regard them as if they were of 
no confequence; and theſe never ſeek after happi- 
neſs, but run on in ſin, in drunkenneſs, blaſphemy, 

 whoredoms, careleſs and debauched livings, and, like 
as a horſe ruſhes into the battle, they ruſh into hell, 
and theſe are really much to be pitied, though they 
pity not themſelves, There is yet another ſort who 
are ſerious, and profeſs a religious life, but ſuper- 
ficially and without digging deep, and ſearching for 
the only rock and ſure foundation, which is Jeſus 
Chriſt; they content themſelves in their good church, 
their religious cuſtoms, their pious deeds, charity, 
and prayers, &c, and this ſerves till a time of trial; 
but when death warns them to another world, and 
the cloſe thoughts of ſtanding before God in ſuch 
a righteouſneſs, the feeling no inward certainty or 
confidence of cur Saviour's love, but a ſecret fear 
of departing, a miſtruſting all, and finding that 
conviction, ** Yet lackeſt thou one thing,” they 
fail, and begin to cry out for ſome better ground, 
Sometimes the houſe built upon ſand ſtands till the 
flood out of the dragon's mouth, which is perſecu- 
tion, ariſeth, or when temptations, numerous as 
drops of rain, deſcent, or when every wind of doc- 
trine blows againſt it, and then down -it falls, and 
the ſoul, the cheated and deceived ſoul, is left 
wretched, naked, frighted, and miſerable, and might 
be told before men and angels, Thou fool, without 
a foundation, thou haſt built upon ſand, _ 
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In both theſe caſes it is yet ſomewhat tolerable z 
for a perſon awakened upon his death bed, and con- 
vinced that hitherto he has deceived his own ſoul, 
may, and ſhall, when he turns to the Lord, find him 
a rock whereon he may truſt, and ſhall thereby 
eſcape. Alſo one ſhook with perſecution, or by 
temptations, or who by means of ſome powerful 
wind of doctrine ſees his righteouſneſs, which per- 
haps for many years together he had been building 
up, now thrown down ina moment, and is in dif- 
treſs, and wants a reſt for his foul, may apply ts 
the healer of his people, and find that man a refu 
in the ſtrong wind and tempeſts, and the ſhadow of 
a great rock in a weary land. But there are ſouls 
who will not be convinced of their folly till the 
great day, the day of deciſion comes, and then, how- 


cver they have vaunted and ſtood proudly, however 


fine and gaudy their ſhew of piety may appear, if 
they have not found Jeſus in their hearts, if they 
have rejected that head ſtone in the corner, and 
have not his righteouſneſs, though they had in ap- 
pearance the holineſs of a cherub, it ſhall fall! the 
tempeſt of that day, the ſhaking of heaven and earth, 
and the preſence of the Refiner, before whoſe face 
the angels are charged with folly, and in whoſe 
fight the heavens are impure, ſhall amaze them, 
and they and all their falſe hopes, their knowledge, 
and whatever elſe they could boaſt of, ſhall fall, and 
great ſhall be the fall: They ſhall tremble and ſhake 
before our Saviour, and fink down into the pit with 
all their religion, becauſe they deſpiſed the eleQ 
ſtone which God laid in Sion, and would fooner 
and rather truſt their own righteouſneſs and good- 
neſs than the merits and righteouſneſs of God our 
Saviour. In that day ſhall it be proved true, Bleſſed 
re all they that have put their truſt in | 
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Since then Chriſt is become the chief corner. 
fone, the foundation and ground of his poor people: 
Jet all here afk their own hearts, Am ] built upon 
bim? Have ] by experience a right to ſay, The 
Lord is my rock, J have found the Lord? To ſuch 
as have found him he is a precious and a tfied ſtone; 
precious, ſince all who have him are thereby made 
ſafe and happy to eternity, And not only as God 
tried him, when he laid upon him all our fins, and 
viſited our iniquities upon him, and he endured 
and went through the wrath, and proved a faithful 
advocate and ſurety of his people; but many thou- 
ſand prophet-, apoſtles, martyrs, confeffors, and vir- 
gins, in all ages, have reſted and built a}! upon him, 
and found him faithful. Their laſt hours were wit- 
neſs how he ſtood by them; they could depart re- 
Joicing and fearleſs, nor did any of them depend 
upon him in vain. They truſted in him, and were 
hoipen. They were built upon him, and neither 
fire, nor wat: 1, nor perſecutions, nor temptations, 
nor life, nor death, nor ſatan, nor the gates of hell 
prevailed againſt them. They have overcome, they 
ſtood and fei not, becauſe they were built upon the 
rock. Ihe blood ot Chritt, like wel}- tempered mor- 
tar, bound them together and to himſelf, and now 
they help to make his temple, his eternal habitation, 
Many millions who have prelumptuouſly founded 
their hopes, and built on ether foundations, have 
ſorely teit their loſs when they came upon a death- 
bed; and though perhaps befofe they fcorged to 
depend upon Chriſt and. his merits, and would not 
be of theit religion who wholly reſt on his grace, 
but chuſe facher to confide in their good life, or 
repuntance, or dut:es, or char: ty, &c. yet when the 
terrors of death came upon them, and they found 
*  theniicives launching into eternity, and juſt goirg 
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to appear before God, finding their hearts fail, and 
all their fine and formerly admired ſtructure totter, 
they have cried out for a Saviour and his blood, and 
have been glad to die as poor ſinners ſaved by grace, 
and joined the happy company they once deſpiſed 
but though this happens daily and-in all ages, none 
who have laid their feundation on the rock, or 
truſted in Jeſus, have thus changed in their laſt 
moments. No, death, let it come like a ſweet ſleep 
upon them, or ruſh on with all the horrors of per- 
ſecution and bitter pangs, or ſickneſs have ſhaken, 
much leſs overturned, their confidence in Chriſt ; 
they have not repented that they honored him too 
much, or made too much of his free mercy and 
merits; nor have they warned others to beware of 
ſuch a danger, or found him whom they believed 
and knew in the world, now leave them to periſh, 
or forſake them when their ſtrength failed them. 
O no: they all have rejoiced in his ſalvation, and 
thought and confeſſed, amidſt al] their weakneſſes, 
azonies, and ſickneſſes, how bleſſed they were in 
having built upon this rock, and having got the 
Moſt High God for their Saviour O how ſweet 
and precious is the Lamb in a dying hour! to have 
him with us, and to be ſenſible his everlaſting arms 
are underneath when we are expiring, and biddin 
all the world adieu, is above all things bleſſed. A 
ſoul in this caſe is not afraid, he is built upon the 
rock and ſhall ſtand. | 


May the great Mafter Builder, our Lord and Sa- 


viour Jeſus, give us a deep foundation in him, and 


even when all other things give way and fall, may 
we have our eternal ground and ſafety under his 
ſhadow and in his wounds, and abide unſhaken in 
his arms and everlaſting love, living and dying, in 
ume and in eternity. Amen, 


A PRAYER. 


1 


1883 


| MY. dear and loving Saviour, who art the 
O true Rock and Corner- ſtone of all the apoſtles 
and prophets, and in whom they truſted and were 
ſaved, bear upon thy heart the pooreſt ſoul that 
ever called upon thy name. From that glory into 
which thou art now aſcended, and amidſt all 
the honours and praiſes with which thou art now 
ſurrounded, forget not me in my low eſtate, but 
remember me now thou art in thy kingdom. 

Thou knoweſt my ſincere deſire to be ſaved, and 
to be with thee eternally; and leſt I ſhould be in 
any danger, O my dear Lord and Maſter, direct me 
to lay my foundation on the rock, and let thy Holy 
Spirit lead me deep into thy wounds, and ſettle, 
root, and ground me therein, that no power, 
tempter, or florm may ever be able to ſhake or 
remove me, world without end. 75 

I pray thee let me not be fooliſh in thy eyes in 
this reſpect, or ſatisfy myſelf with any thing leis 
than the ſure enjoyment of thy preſence and love 
in my heart. Let me experience thy favour, and 
be out of doubt of thy pardon, and in the trueſt 
peace of mind, and continual fellowſhip with thee, 
let me be thy diſciple, and poor, but happy pilgrim 
in this life, and paſs my days in the aſſurance ot 
my eternal ſalvation. ; FORT 

For thy tender mercies fake ſuffer me never to 
be deceived, ſo as to build upon ſand: O rather 
let my heart and ſoul unfeignedly reſt upon thy 
blood and righteouſneſs, ani] even in my laſt hour, 
and when thou ſhalt come again to judgment, let me 
be found built upon the Rock of ages, and without 
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18 
fear enter the valley of the ſhadow of death, and 
receive the meſſage of the king of terrors. Let me 
und ſmayed hear the trumpet blow before thee in 
the day of thy coming, and ſtand before thee bold 
as a lion, Let me appear before thee clothed in 


thy righteouſneſs, and wearing thy new name, 


baving the Holy Ghoſt, till that bleſſed time, my 
daily Comforter, bearing witneſs with my ſpirit, 
that I am a child of God. Grant this prayer, thou 
gracious and almighty Lord God, my only IT 


for thy love's ſake, Amen. 
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I. 


Tagge Rock, the precious Corner-ſtone, 


My ſoul has found, and builds thereon, 
And from the top ſhe ſees 


The glory of the world above, 
She takes a proſpect of the grove 
Of everlaſting' trees. 


2, 


Here out of reach of ev'ry foe, _ 
She ſtoops, and views the world below, 


Beholds the deſert lands, 


Where fiends conſpire like winds and rain, 
And ſwelling floods, to ſhake in vain, 
The rock on which ſhe ſtands. 


When high the ſtormy billows riſe, 


And clouds prevent the clearer ſkies, 


My ſou] finds here x . : 
A bi ing- 
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A hiding- place till all is er, 
I The olefts I prove, ſecure-and ſure, 
$i | Where happy I am bleſt, 


B.% 


Vithin this rock my ſoul deſeries 
A thouſand ſacred rarities, | 
The place where Moſes was 45 
When he JEnovan's glory view'd, 403 
The back- parts of the unſeen God, 
As through tranſparent glafs - -- 


il - Here one may alſo ſtand and fee 
1 Mount Tabor, and mount Calvary; 
And from this mountain's height, 
A ſou] whole eyes are ſtrong may view ,, . _ 
Mount Sion, and the armies too 
O Upon it cloath'd in white, 
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Og DICH 97 do yiole off 
On this eternal Rock are gravin _ | 
The names of all who go to heav'n, 
This ſtone God try'd and laid, 
That all the church might build thereon 
Chriit Jeſus is this. choſen Stone; 
Fl] truſt him unafraid. 
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